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Year 9 Options Evening, 2022
Thursday 20 January
Please ensure you attend at the specified time, detailed below. Students should attend with only one parent/carer,
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Students do not need to sign in for the evening.
Parents/carers and students should go straight to the location of their first presentation for the start time.
One way systems must be followed and parents/carers and students should wear face coverings at all times .
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KEY STAGE FOUR CURRICULUM
YEARS 10 AND 11
This booklet describes the curriculum, based on the National Curriculum (NC) at Key Stage 4 (KS4) as it is
followed by our pupils. We hope you will find it helpful in year 9, when choosing from among the options,
and useful for reference during KS4.
Moving from one stage of the National Curriculum to the next is always an important step in a pupil’s school
life and this is particularly true for the students in Year 9.
We firmly believe that for a successful transition from Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4 to be possible, the following
points need to be considered:
•
•
•
•

•

The transition presents both challenges and opportunities;
The students will be expected to show an increased level of maturity and a growing sense of
responsibility for their own work and progress;
The students will find that the pattern and structure of their curriculum has changed and for the first
time, they will have a degree of choice in the subjects they study;
Above all, they will face the challenge of preparing for their GCSE examinations at the end of Year
11. The importance of good results at GCSE cannot be over-emphasised in the highly competitive
world of higher education and employment;
Although changes have been made in the past few years (in accordance with the Progress 8
measures and also following our own internal curriculum review process), we continue to stress the
need for the students to study a balanced curriculum.

NEXT STEPS
Clearly, sound preparation for this significant transition is essential and the students at AGGS are scheduled
to receive a great deal of guidance in school.
The information and advice contained in this booklet is an important part of the process.
•

•
•

The coming weeks are very important for the students and parents/carers and a lot of time will be
spent helping students to make informed decisions regarding their options choices. Before having to
make the final choices, you will be invited to an online Parents’ Evening.
Once you have discussed the option choices with students and completed the forms, you will need to
return these to school via the form tutor.
Once completed forms have been received and analysed, some students may be invited to an
individual meeting to discuss their choices. At this meeting they may be offered advice and asked to
reconsider their initial selections; should this happen, parents/carers will be notified.

We are all keen to ensure the transition from Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4 is as smooth and successful as
possible.
Ms S Gill
Principal

Mr T Copestake
Assistant Vice Principal

Mrs J Ogunmyiwa
Vice Principal

GCSE
General Certificate in Secondary Education (GCSE) courses provide the framework for schemes of work and
assessment in years 10 and 11. GCSE expands subject-specific knowledge and understanding and tests
whether pupils can apply these to the everyday world. The courses encourage the development of practical,
numerical, written and oral skills, including the ability to communicate clearly in speech and writing. Details
about specific content are given in each of the GCSE subject summaries later in the booklet.

GCSE REFORM
From September 2015, new GCSEs were introduced across a range of subjects.
The new GCSEs have new content and are structured, assessed and graded differently from previous
GCSEs. These changes were introduced following consultations over many years by the Government, on
the subject content of some core subjects, and by OfQual, on the design of the new qualifications.

ASSESSMENT
Our subject examinations are set by eternal examination boards that include the Assessment and
Qualification Alliance (AQA), Pearson Examinations (EDEXCEL) and Oxford, Cambridge and RSA
Examinations (OCR). Examination papers are marked by external examiners, where as non examined
assessments are carried out in school and submitted to the relevant examination board after moderation.

NON-EXAMINED ASSESSMENT
In some subjects, candidates are judged on work completed during the two year course as well as by final
examination. The proportion of non-examined assessment contributing to the final mark varies.

EXAMINATIONS
Students take internal examinations in Year 10 and mock examinations in Year 11. GCSE papers are taken
in May or June of Year 11. External examination papers are taken in May or June in Year 11. Students are
expected to complete all the internal examination papers for their core and optional subjects during the GCSE
course. Entry to the final external examination is the decision of the school, following discussions with
students and parents/carers as necessary.

GRADES
GCSEs from 2017 are graded on the new 1-9 scale, rather than the more traditional A*-G format. Grade 9
will represent the highest level of attainment.
The minimum national benchmark is five grade 5s including English and Mathematics, but grades higher than
these are usually required for entry to many post-16 courses and for many types of employment. Entry to the
sixth form at AGGS currently requires a minimum of four 7 grades and two 6 grades (including a grade 6 in
English language and mathematics). In order to study a particular subject at A level, students are also
required to achieve grades 7, 8 or 9 in the required relevant GCSE subject.
All students entering the Sixth Form will be required to have passed GCSE mathematics and English
language with a minimum of a grade 6.

CURRICULUM SUMMARY
Core Curriculum

English language
English literature
Mathematics

First
modern
foreign
language

EITHER
Trilogy Science
(2 GCSEs)
OR
Biology
Chemistry
+ Physics
(3 GCSEs)

Optional Courses

EITHER
Geography
OR
History

Art
Business
Citizenship
Computer science
Dance
Design technology
Drama
Food preparation & nutrition
French
Geography
German
History
Music
Physical education studies
Religious studies
Spanish

Students will also study an enrichment programme, which is non-examined.

GCSE SUBJECT CHOICES
The subjects offered at KS4 comply with NC requirements and with the school’s own policy of providing for
each student a course which is broad, balanced and relevant.
Students are normally entered for the equivalent of 9 full subjects at GCSE. For the purposes of university
entrance it is much more important to gain high grades in this number of subjects than to take 10, 11 or 12
subjects and consequently earn lower grades on the 9 to 1 scale.
The core of our year 10 and 11 studies includes English language, English literature, mathematics, a modern
foreign language, a humanities subject and either trilogy science, leading to 2 GCSE awards, (subjects are
studied separately and taught by a specialist teacher), or 3 separate sciences. Students opting for trilogy
science can choose 2 further full course options. Separate science students have 1 further full course option.
The optional subjects are listed in the curriculum summary above. This core curriculum allows the pupils to
achieve the English Baccalaureate if they gain at least a 5 grade in English language, English literature,
mathematics, two science GCSE’s, a humanity, and an MFL subject.
Please note that it is compulsory to study all 3 sciences to GCSE either separately or as a combined subject.
Students can proceed to A level science from either course.
In addition all students study a non-examined enrichment programme to ensure their experience is broad
and balanced.
The timetable will be constructed in such a way as to meet the requests of the greatest possible number of
pupils. As we cannot guarantee to provide everyone's choices in full, all students are asked to choose reserve
subjects.

POINTS TO CONSIDER WHEN CHOOSING OPTIONS
1.
2.

3.

A broad range of subjects is advisable to achieve a balance between arts, science, humanities,
practical, aesthetic and performance components. Thus options will be kept open for choices at
16+ and thereafter.
The requirements for any possible career or course of further or higher education must be kept in
mind. Such requirements can be investigated through research in the careers library and with the
Connexions service.
Each student should be realistic about matching their combination of subjects to their ability, and
should guard against overrating or underrating themselves. They should not be so overstretched
that they are unhappy, but they should find sufficient challenge in their work to stimulate and
maintain their interest.

ORGANISATION
The students will remain in their current registration groups for administrative purposes. In this way existing
friendships and social groups will be maintained. For most subjects however, the students will be allocated
to mixed classes. The purpose of mixed classes is to increase pupil choice and to reduce the size of
teaching groups where possible.
It will unfortunately mean that some pupils will not receive the same lesson at the same time as some of
their friends who also opted for the subject. A great deal of time is taken to try and maintain effective
working partnerships. However, it is inevitable that some separation may well occur in some lessons.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION AND SUPPORT
Information in this booklet about our options system is clarified in an options evening for parents/carers and
in an extended year assembly for students. Following this is a period of consultation with subject staff and
individual research, so that each pupil can devise their own plan of action with the help of their Form Tutor.
Following these discussions, students then complete a short application form, outlining their subject choices
and reasoning. The option blocks are then constructed to give as many students as possible their first choice
of subjects.

HOMEWORK
Homework is regarded as an integral part of the curriculum. While contributing to the full and appropriate
coverage of schemes of work, it provides a framework for the development of sensible individual study skills
and it fosters personal qualities such as responsibility, self-motivation and initiative. It also gives a regular
opportunity for students to discuss their work with their parents.
Each student’s homework timetable, which parents/carers receive and sign at the beginning of each school
year, schedules the time allocated to each subject.
Pupils must record their homework in their homework diary, which is monitored by their form tutor and which
parents/carers are also asked to check. Longer pieces of homework may be set over extended periods, and
the homework timetable is then a guide to pace such homework over the period available. Should the amount
of time spent on homework differ significantly from the timetable, the Form Tutor should be contacted.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
There are many varied lunchtime and after school opportunities for pupils in KS4 and we encourage pupils
to take advantage of these. An outline of these is available on the website and printed in the homework diary.
While the information in this booklet is correct at the time of printing, it is subject to change as schemes of
work are revised and updated.
If you require further information about KS4, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Copestake: Assistant Vice
Principal responsible for Achievement and Curriculum.

GCSE Options Evening: Thursday 20 January, 2022
Students will be given an introductory presentation about the GCSE options process during assembly on
Thursday 12 January. This presentation will be available to parents/carers via the school website.
Students in 9-1, 9-2 and 9-3 are invited to attend options evening between 6.00pm and 7.30pm. Students in
9-4, 9-5, 9-6 and 9-7 are invited to attend options evening between 6.30pm and 8.00pm.
The timetable for subject presentations is included on the inside cover of this booklet.
There is no requirement to sign in at reception; students should go straight to the venue of their
first subject presentation.
Due to increasing rates of COVID and to safeguard our school community, students must attend
with only one parent/carer; face coverings must be worn across the entire site and one way
systems must be followed.

KEY DATES
Options and Information Evening – Thursday 20 January, 2022
Year 9 Parents’ Evening – Thursday 3 February, 2022
Option Form Deadline – 9.00am, Friday 11 February, 2022 (Form completed
electronically online via the link sent directly to the student)

MATHEMATICS
OCR Specification
Currently all students begin studying the Linear GCSE Higher course in Y9, terminating in the June
exams when the students will be in Y11.
COURSE CONTENT
1.

Number and algebra
Using and applying number and algebra
Numbers and the number system
Calculations
Solving numerical problems
Equations, formulae and identities
Sequences, functions and graphs

2.

Shape and space and measures
Using and applying shape, space and measures
Geometrical reasoning
Transformations and coordinates
Measures and construction

3.

Handling data
Using and applying handling data
Probability
Specifying the problem and planning
Collecting data
Processing and representing data
Interpreting and discussing results

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
EXAMINATION ± J560
Assessment objectives
Use and apply standard techniques
Reason, interpret and communicate mathematically
Solve problems within mathematics and other contexts

Weighting (higher)
40%
30%
30%

The examination consists of three papers (one of which is non-calculator) at each of two tiers, foundation and
higher. All AGGS pupils will be entered at the higher tier which provides access to GCSE grades 4 to 9. There
is no coursework component in Mathematics.
For further information refer to the examination board web site:
http://www.ocr.org.uk/gcsemaths

Throughout KS4 all students will be exposed to aspects of further maths and suitable candidates may be
offered the opportunity to sit the following qualification, examined in June of Y11. The features of this course as
it is structured currently are described below.

OCR FREE STANDING MATHEMATICS QUALIFICATION (ADVANCED):
ADDITIONAL MATHEMATICS 6993
Key Features

UHSODFHV$GGLWLRQDO0DWKHPDWLFVDQG$GGLWLRQDO0DWKHPDWLFV 0(, 
GHYHORSHGMRLQWO\E\2&5DQG0(,
GHVLJQHGIRUVWXGHQWVZKRZLOOFRPIRUWDEOy achieve Grade 7 at GCSE;
SURYLGHVDQH[FHOOHQWSUHSDUDWLRQIRU$OHYHOVWXG\IRU<HDUVWXGHQWV
TXDOLILFDWLRQDW/HYHODWWUDFWLQJSRLQWVRQWKH8&$6WDULII
FRQWHQWFRQVLVWVRIIRXUVWUDQGVRISXUHPDWKHPDWLFVHDFKZLWKDQDVVRFLDWHGDSSOLFDWion providing
tasters for A Level Applied Mathematics;
VLQJOHWZRKRXUH[DPLQDWLRQDQGQRFRXUVHZRUN
WH[WERRNSXEOLVKHGE\+RGGHU 6WRXJKWRQ
For further information refer to the examination board web site:
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/fsmq/maths/add_maths/
The objective will be to provide an opportunity for each student to gain a GCSE Mathematics award at grade 69 by the end of the Year 11 as well as experience with further maths to support KS5.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ENGLISH LITERATURE
AQA Specifications
The English Language and Literature GCSE is a demanding and rewarding two-year course of study which
allows students to critically respond to, and enjoy, the works of great writers in English across all periods
and all parts of the world.
The transferable skills gained through a literary education are various, for instance: critical interpretive
reading; skilful writing; articulate speaking; and ethical understanding. These skills are essential for life
beyond school. There is a central need for sustained, interpretive reading in many professions; skilful
readers capable of critical thinking are always in high demand. Perhaps the greatest transferable skill
English can provide, however, is a life-long love of literature and the associated pleasure gained from
escaping into a work of fiction.
The Course
Following the 2016 GCSE reform to linear specification, English language and literature are assessed by
100% examination. The examinations must be closed book and students must study the following types of
texts:
1.
2.
3.
4.

One play by Shakespeare.
One 19th century novel.
A selection of poetry since 1789, including representative Romantic poetry.
Fiction or drama from the British Isles from 1914 onwards.

Students are awarded 2 GCSEs: English language and English literature. Spoken language will be
assessed through a formal speech and will continue to be awarded as a separate endorsement, carrying no
weighting in terms of GCSE grade.
English Language
As part of the English language course, pupils will study high quality non-fiction texts from the 19th, 20th,
and 21st centuries; this may include journalism, travel writing and texts concerned with social commentary.
A stronger link will also be made between shared skills between language and literature through the
inclusion of a selection from a literature text used as a prompt for language investigation. Under new
assessment criteria, there will be increased weighting for careful critical analysis and evaluation of literary
features. There is also increased weighting for technical accuracy, as this now accounts for 20% of the
overall grade achieved.
In English Language, the development of creative writing is a complement to the reading and analysis of
the work of the writers of the past and present in both GCSE papers. Students will therefore practise writing
in non-fiction forms, producing carefully-crafted letters, journalistic articles and argumentative speeches.
The department has introduced an initiative to deveORSVWXGHQWV¶SHUVRQDOZULWLQJWKURXJKWKHLQWURGXFWLRQRI
creative writing journals, which will allow further experimentation with craft and form.
English Literature
The English literature course will retain its focus on Shakespeare and other challenging works from the
literary canon. One Shakespeare text will be studied from the following: Romeo and Juliet; Macbeth; Much
Ado About Nothing; Julius Caesar; The Merchant of Venice or The Tempest. Pupils will be expected to
study the play in fine detail for a closed book examination based upon character and theme.
Pupils will additionally be expected to study a 19th century novel in detail from the following list: The Strange
Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson; A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens;
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley; Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen; Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte; The
Sign of Four by Arthur Conan Doyle or Great Expectations by Charles Dickens.
Poetry from 1789 onwards will also be studied, including poets such as: Byron, Heaney, Duffy, Armitage
and Blake. Studying the stagecraft and language of modern plays, such as An Inspector Calls, or delving
into a twentieth century prose text, such as Lord of the Flies, also forms part of the syllabus.

SCIENCE
AQA Specification
Overview
All GCSE science courses follow the programme of study which was introduced in the September of 2016.
Coursework has been removed from the specification but 15% of the marks of the overall qualification will
be on questions in the examination related to practical aspects of the course. There are also required
practical investigations that all students must complete in lessons: 22 in the Trilogy course (8 in biology and
physics and 6 in chemistry and 28 in the Triple Science course (10 in biology and physics and 8 in
chemistry).
Scientific discoveries and technological breakthroughs are constantly occurring and it is vital that young
people are able to both understand their significance and evaluate evidence to make informed decisions. A
deep understanding of the world around us is crucial for the survival of future generations, and the science
department aims to generate excitement and inquisition in all of our pupils in all areas of the sciences.
All pupils entering year 10 must follow a programme of study which includes biology, chemistry and
physics. Every pupil will study either the AQA GCSE combined Science Trilogy (which include elements of
all three sciences) or Triple Science, separate GCSEs in biology, chemistry and physics. Both routes allow
the different science disciplines to be taught by subject specialists.
Assessment
The examinations for all pupils will be at the end of Year 11;
GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy (2 GCSEs) AQA Specification: 8464
6 papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each will assess different topics.
Duration: All the papers are 1 hour 15 minutes.
Weighting: The papers are equally weighted. Each is worth 16.7% of the grade and has 70 marks
available.
Question types: multiple choice, structured, closed, short answer and open response.

GCSE Combined Science Exam papers: Trilogy (2 GCSEs)
Biology 1
1 Hour 15 minutes
70 Marks
Weighting 16.7%

Chemistry 1
1 Hour 15 minutes
70 Marks
Weighting 16.7%

Physics 1
1 Hour 15 minutes
70 Marks
Weighting 16.7%

Biology 2
1 Hour 15 minutes
70 Marks
Weighting 16.7%

Chemistry 2
1 Hour 15 minutes
70 Marks
Weighting 16.7%

Physics 2
1 Hour 15 minutes
70 Marks
Weighting 16.7%

Grading
Combined science will have a 17 point grading system outlined below; with 1-1 being the lowest and 9-9
being the highest. This is not a mark for each paper but a combined mark.
1-1, 2-1, 2-2, 3-2, 3-3, 4-3, 4-4, 5-4, 5-5, 6-5, 6-6, 7-6, 7-7, 8-7, 8-8, 9-8, 9-9
Suitability for A level
Trilogy students are able to access the A level Biology, Chemistry and Physics courses. The science
department runs catch up sessions in the summer term after the GCSE examination to further support
Trilogy students. Material from the separate sciences courses not covered by trilogy is delivered in these
sessions.

Separate sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics)
(3 GCSEs) AQA Specification: 8461, 8462, 8463
Two Papers per science: Each will assess knowledge and understanding from different topics.
Durations: Both papers are 1 hour 45 minutes
Weighting: The papers are equally weighted. Each is worth 50% of the grade and has 100 marks
available.
Biology 1
Topics 1-4
1 Hour 45 minutes
70 Marks
Weighting 50%

Chemistry 1
Topics 1-5
1 Hour 45 minutes
70 Marks
Weighting 50%

Physics 1
Topics 2, 4, 6, 7
1 Hour 45 minutes
70 Marks
Weighting 50%

Biology 2
Topics 5-7
1 Hour 45 minutes
70 Marks
Weighting 50%

Chemistry 2
Topics 6-10
1 Hour 45 minutes
70 Marks
Weighting 50%

Physics 2
Topics 1, 3, 5, 8
1 Hour 45 minutes
70 Marks
Weighting 50%

Chemistry GCSE

Physics GCSE

Biology GCSE

Grading
A single GCSE grade 1-9 for each of the sciences will be awarded, these do not have to be the same. You
could for example achieve a 9 in biology a 8 in chemistry and a 9 in physics.
Summary of content
Biology
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Cell biology
Organisation
Infection and response
Bioenergetics
Homeostasis and response
Inheritance, variation and evolution
Ecology

Chemistry
1. Atomic structure and the periodic table
2. Bonding, structure and the properties of matter
3. Quantitative chemistry
4. Chemical changes
5. Energy changes
6. The rate and extent of chemical change
7. Organic chemistry
8. Chemical analysis
9. Chemistry of the atmosphere
10. Using resources
Physics
1. Forces
2. Energy
3. Waves
4. Electricity
5. Magnetism and electromagnetism
6. Particle model of matter
7. Atomic structure
8. Space physics

FRENCH
AQA Specification
If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his
own language, that goes to his heart.
1HOVRQ0DQGHOD
The aims of the course are to:
1. develop understanding of the spoken and written forms of French in a range of contexts;
2. develop the ability to communicate effectively in French, through both the spoken and written word,
using a range of vocabulary and structures;
3. develop knowledge and understanding of the grammar of French, and the ability to apply it;
4. apply their knowledge and understanding in a variety of relevant contexts which reflect their previous
learning and maturity;
5. develop knowledge and understanding of countries and communities where French is spoken;
6. develop positive attitudes to learning French;
7. provide a suitable foundation for further study and/or practical use of French;
8. motivate students and provide an enjoyable learning experience.
The following topics will be covered:

COURSE CONTENT
The following topics will be covered:
Theme 1: Identity and culture
Me, my family and friends
ͻ Relationships with family and friends
ͻ Marriage/partnership
Technology in everyday life
ͻ Social media
ͻ Mobile technology
Free-time activities
ͻ Music
ͻ Cinema and TV
ͻ Food and eating out
ͻ Sport
Customs and festivals in French-speaking countries
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Social issues
ͻ Charity/voluntary work
ͻ Healthy/unhealthy living
Global issues
ͻ The environment
ͻ Poverty/homelessness
Travel and tourism

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment
ͻ
ͻ
ͻ
ͻ

My studies
Life at school/college
Education post-16
Career choices and ambitions

Students will have regular contact with our French Language Assistant and will have some lessons in the
computer rooms to increase their independent listening and reading skills.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
The examination will assess the four attainment targets of listening, speaking, reading and writing, with each
skill being worth 25% of the GCSE. All four skills will be tested by examination (one in each skill) in May/June
of Year 11.
There is no coursework.

EXTRA- CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES
There will be the opportunity to go to France during the course. This residential visit allows pupils to practise
their French in authentic situations and to gain a better understanding of French culture.

GERMAN
AQA Specification
Those who know nothing of foreign languages know nothing of their own.
-RKDQQ:ROIJDQJYRQ*RHWKH
The aims of the specification are to:
1. develop understanding of the spoken and written forms of German in a range of contexts;
2. develop the ability to communicate effectively in German, through both the spoken and written word,
using a range of vocabulary and structures;
3. develop knowledge and understanding of the grammar of German, and the ability to apply it;
4. apply their knowledge and understanding in a variety of relevant contexts which reflect their previous
learning and maturity;
5. develop knowledge and understanding of countries and communities where German is spoken;
6. develop positive attitudes to German learning;
7. provide a suitable foundation for further study and/or practical use of German.
8. motivate students and provide an enjoyable learning experience.

COURSE CONTENT
The following topics will be covered:
Theme 1: Identity and culture
Me, my family and friends
ͻ Relationships with family and friends
ͻ Marriage/partnership
Technology in everyday life
ͻ Social media
ͻ Mobile technology
Free-time activities
ͻ Music
ͻ Cinema and TV
ͻ Food and eating out
ͻ Sport
Customs and festivals in German-speaking countries
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Social issues
ͻ Charity/voluntary work
ͻ Healthy/unhealthy living
Global issues
ͻ The environment
ͻ Poverty/homelessness
Travel and tourism
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment
ͻ
ͻ
ͻ

My studies
Life at school/college
Education post-16

ͻ

Career choices and ambitions

Students will have regular contact with our German Language Assistant and will have some lessons in the
computer rooms to increase their independent listening and reading skills.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
The examination will assess the four attainment targets of listening, speaking, reading and writing, with each
skill being worth 25% of the GCSE. All four skills will be tested by examination (one in each skill) in May/June
of Year 11.
There is no coursework.

EXTRA- CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES
There will be the opportunity to go to Berlin during the course. This residential visit allows pupils to practise
their German in authentic situations and to gain a better understanding of German culture.

SPANISH
AQA Specification
A different language is a different vision of life
Federico Fellini
The aims of the course are to:
1. develop understanding of the spoken and written forms of Spanish in a range of contexts;
2. develop the ability to communicate effectively in Spanish, through both the spoken and written word,
using a range of vocabulary and structures;
3. develop knowledge and understanding of the grammar of Spanish, and the ability to apply it;
4. apply their knowledge and understanding in a variety of relevant contexts which reflect their previous
learning and maturity;
5. develop knowledge and understanding of countries and communities where Spanish is spoken;
6. develop positive attitudes to learning Spanish;
7. provide a suitable foundation for further study and/or practical use of Spanish;
8. motivate students and provide an enjoyable learning experience.

COURSE CONTENT
The following topics will be covered:
Theme 1: Identity and culture
Me, my family and friends
ͻ Relationships with family and friends
ͻ Marriage/partnership
Technology in everyday life
ͻ Social media
ͻ Mobile technology
Free-time activities
ͻ Music
ͻ Cinema and TV
ͻ Food and eating out
ͻ Sport
Customs and festivals in Spanish-speaking countries
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Social issues
ͻ Charity/voluntary work
ͻ Healthy/unhealthy living
Global issues
ͻ The environment
ͻ Poverty/homelessness
Travel and tourism
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment
ͻ
ͻ
ͻ
ͻ

My studies
Life at school/college
Education post-16
Career choices and ambitions

Students will have regular contact with our Spanish Language Assistant and will have some lessons in the
computer rooms to increase their independent listening and reading skills.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
The examination will assess the four attainment targets of listening, speaking, reading and writing, with each
skill being worth 25% of the GCSE. All four skills will be tested by examination (one in each skill) in May/June
of Year 11.
There is no coursework.

EXTRA- CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES
There will be the opportunity to go to Spain during the course. This residential visit allows pupils to practise
their Spanish in authentic situations and to gain a better understanding of Spanish culture.

HISTORY
AQA Specification
History is recognised as a strong academic subject and as such elicits a high degree of respect from university
admissions tutors. The skills gained are extremely transferable, and are acknowledged to be of value in a
wide range of studies and professions. The GCSE forms an appropriate basis for those continuing with
history at A-Level and beyond; such students often go into business, accountancy, the Law, teaching and
academia and a wide range of other careers.
This new specification enables candidates to study history both thematically and in depth. The course
contains a significant element of British history together with a wider world depth component. The new GCSE
history course is structured as follows:
Paper 1: Understanding the Modern World
Section A: Germany 1890-1945
This period study focuses on the development of Germany during a turbulent half century of change. It was
a period of democracy and dictatorship ± the development and collapse of democracy and the rise and fall
of Nazism.
Section B: Conflict and tension, 1918-1939
This wider world depth study focuses on the causes of the Second World War and seeks to show how and
why conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to resolve the issues which caused it. This study also
considers the role of key individuals, groups and events in shaping change such as Adolf Hitler, Neville
Chamberlain, the Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations.
Paper 2: Shaping the nation
Section A: Britain: health and people c1000 to the present day
This thematic study will enable students to gain an understanding of how medicine and public health
developed in Britain over a long period of time. This component of the course is very helpful for those hoping
to study Medicine or Dentistry, or other health professions; interviewees for these courses report that
admissions tutors often question them about it, because of the knowledge gained and also the skills it
develops.
Section B: Elizabethan England 1568-1603
This option allows students to study in depth a specified period, the last 35 years of Elizabeth I's reign.
&DQGLGDWHVZLWKH[SORUHLVVXHVVXFKDV(OL]DEHWK¶VUHODWLRQVKLSZLWK0DU\4XHHQRI6FRWVDQGFRQIOLFWZLWK
Spain; leading to the Spanish Armada of 1588.

Assessment
This qualification is linear, meaning that the students will sit 2 papers at the end of year 11 as follows:
Paper 1:
Understanding the Modern World
Paper 2:
Shaping the nation

2 hours

50% of final grade

2 hours

50% of final grade

GEOGRAPHY
Edexcel B Specification
The Geography GCSE offers a course that is relevant and exciting. It provides students with an understanding
of physical, human and environmental geography, and provides them with the opportunity to investigate some
of the most prominent issues facing society today.

³,QDZRUOGWKDWLQFUHDVLQJO\YDOXHVSHRSOHZKRFDQZRUNDFURVVWKH
SK\VLFDODQGVRFLDOVFLHQFHVJHRJUDSK\¶VDOOWKHUDJH´The Guardian
³*HRJUDSK\LVURXWLQHO\FRQVLGHUHGWREHRQHRIWKHmost employable subjects
aYDLODEOHWRVWXGHQWV´Association of Graduate Careers Advisory Service (2018 Report)
³7KHVWXG\RIJHRJUDSK\LVDERXW«XQGHUVWDQGLQJWKHFRPSOH[LW\RIRXUZRUOG´Barack Obama
The geography GCSE course
Component

Content

Assessment

Component 1:

Topic 1: Hazardous Earth ± including extreme
weather events and tectonic hazards

Written examination

Topic 2: Development dynamics ± including
global inequalities and a focus on an emerging
country

37.5% of qualification

Global
Geographical
Issues

1 hour 30 minutes

Topic 3: Challenges of an urbanising world ±
including causes and challenge of urban change
and a focus on one megacity
Component 2:
UK Geographical
Issues

Topic 4: 7KH8.¶VHYROYLQJSK\VLFDOODQGVFDSH
± including sub-topics 4A: Coastal change and
conflict and 4B: River processes and pressures.

Written examination

Topic 5: 7KH8.¶VHYROYLQJKXPDQODQGVFDSH ±
including why places and people are changing and
a focus on one UK city.

37.5% of qualification

1 hour 30 minutes

Topic 6: Geographical investigations ± including
one physical fieldwork investigation and one
human fieldwork investigation.
Component 3:
People and
Environment
Issues ± Making
Geographical
Decisions

Topic 7: People and the biosphere ±including the
distribution of biomes, the importance of the
biosphere and how humans modify it

Written examination

Topic 8: Forests under threat ± includes threats
and management of coniferous forests and
rainforests

25% of the qualification

Topic 9: Consuming energy resources ±
including the growing demand for energy and
environmental impacts of energy use

1 hour and 30 minutes

Fieldwork in Geography
Fieldwork is used to support learning in Geography and is a very important aspect of the subject. All
students will undertake two days of fieldwork as part of the GCSE course, one focusing on physical
geography and the other focusing on human geography. The Department also organises an optional
residential fieldtrip abroad every 3-4 years, usually to Iceland, where students study coastal, glacial
and volcanic landscapes.

Further education and careers opportunities for Geography students
Geography provides students with the opportunity to acquire an understanding of important issues and
a wide range of transferable skills. Higher education and the world of work both recognise qualifications
in Geography as being highly desirable for a wide range of university courses and employment types.
Geography can be combined meaningfully with almost any other subject at GCSE and at A Level.
Geography - skills and career opportunities

ART AND DESIGN
AQA Specification
Art and Design teaches valuable, life- long skills to all students, providing the tools for
students to engage creatively and meaningfully with a changing world.
COURSE CONTENT
This is such an exciting GCSE subject, and one where creative, intellectual and intuitive talents will be
stretched and nurtured. The Art and Design course provides students with a wide range of creative,
exciting and stimulating opportunities to explore practical, critical and theoretical work through a range of
two and three dimensional processes, including:
$QDO\WLFDOGUDZLQJUHFRUGLQJREVHUYDWLRQVSKRWRJUDSK\
3DLQWLQJ
3ULQWPDNLQJLOOXVWUDWLRQ3KRWRVKRS
7H[WLOHV)DVKLRQFRVWume
7KUHH- dimensional work /sculpture /ceramics /wire
$YDULHW\RIPL[HGPHGLDDQGQHZPHGLDWHFKQLTXHVDQGSURFHVVHV
$SSUHFLDWLRQRIFRQWHPSRUDU\DQGKLVWRULFDODVSHFWVRI$UW
7KHXVHRIDSSURSULDWHZRUNLQJYRFDEXODU\associated with Art, Craft and Design

Students will be studying art, craft and design from contemporary and past societies and cultures as this is
an integral part to the investigating and making process.
Successful practice does require commitment and will be highly rewarding as they enjoy producing their
own work.

All working processes introduced will be recorded using annotated journals, visual diaries, sketchbooks that
will be supported by Artist reference. Research and preparation is required for each project and homework
is an integral part of this. Students have the opportunity and are encouraged to use the art rooms at
lunchtime and after school to further develop, experiment and refine their ideas and techniques.

Many students go on to study Art and Design for A level and further study at University courses include;
Foundation studies, Architecture, Fashion, Textiles, Fine Art, Illustration, Graphic Design, Animation etc.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT

Component One: PORTFOLIO 60% of GCSE
This unit incorporates a sustained project developed in response to a theme evidencing a journey from
an initial idea and a selection of further work resulting from workshops, mini projects and responses to
gallery, museum or site visits. Research, drawings, experimentation with a wide range of materials and
processes and there must be evidence of written annotation. The Assessment objectives: Recording,
GHYHORSLQJLGHDVH[SHULPHQWDWLRQ$UWLVWV¶UHIHUHQFHVDQGSHUVRQDOUHVSRQVH
Students will provide a portfolio presentation of their work to effectively reflect and demonstrate the nature
of their experiences and personal engagement in their studies.

Component Two: EXTERNALLY SET ASSIGNMENT 40% of GCSE
From a series of set themes set by the exam board, students will select their chosen starting point and
produce a personal response following the assessment objectives. There is a period of preparation time
followed by a 10 hour period of supervised time.

Suggested equipment list (the majority of this equipment can be purchased in school and you will
be expected to bring appropriate equipment to your art lessons)
o
o
o
o
o

o
o
o
o

A selection of pencils, from HB to soft 5B, 6B etc.
An A3 sketchbook and smaller sketchbooks such as A5 and A6.
Oil pastels and water colour crayons.
A set of acrylics and watercolour paints.
A selection of paintbrushes from fine to thicker quality ( there are many types of brushes which will
produce very different effects from chiselled edged acrylic to finer water colour brushes which
always end in a point.
It would be beneficial to have some PVA glue, scissors, fine liner, quink ink and an ink pen.
An A3 folder to transport your artwork and materials safely to and from school.
A camera (or access to one). A digital camera is the most versatile as images can be downloaded
and manipulated within Adobe Photoshop software.
An A1 folder to store artwork in school.

BUSINESS
AQA Specification
This GCSE Business course offers an ever-changing and exciting syllabus. Topics covered are:
¾ Business in the real world
¾ Influences on business
¾ Business operations
¾ Human resources
¾ Marketing
¾ Finance
Students apply their knowledge and understanding to different business contexts ranging from small
enterprises to large multinationals and businesses operating in local, national and global contexts.
Students develop an understanding of how these contexts impact on business behaviour.
GCSE BUSINESS

Business in the real world

Business in the real world

The purpose and nature of businesses
Business ownership
Setting business aims and objectives
Stakeholders
Business location
Business planning
Expanding a business

Technology
Ethical and environmental considerations
The economic climate on businesses
Globalisation
Legislation
Competitive environment

Business operations

Marketing

Production processes
The role of procurement
The concept of quality
Good customer services

Identifying and understanding customers
Segmentation
The purpose and methods of market research
The elements of the marketing mix: price, product,
promotion and
place (4Ps)

Human resources

Finance

Organisational structures
Recruitment and selection of employees
Motivating employees
Training

Sources of finance
Cash flow
Financial terms and calculations
Analysing the financial performance of a business

Students will apply their knowledge and understanding to business decision making including:
¾ the interdependent nature of business activity, influences on business, business operations,
finance, marketing and human resources, and how these interdependencies underpin business
decision making
¾ how different business contexts affect business decisions
¾ the use and limitation of quantitative and qualitative data in
making business decisions

Assessment

Our specification requires students to draw on the knowledge and understanding to:
¾ use business terminology to identify and explain business activity
¾ apply business concepts to familiar and unfamiliar contexts
¾ develop problem solving and decision making skills relevant to business
¾ investigate, analyse and evaluate business opportunities and issues
¾ make justified decisions using both qualitative and quantitative data including its selection,
interpretation, analysis and evaluation, and the application of appropriate quantitative skills.
Business can be supported by, or it can enhance, studies in either Arts or Science subjects.

CITIZENSHIP STUDIES
AQA Specification
Should 16-18 year olds gain the right to vote?
What role does the UK play in the international organisations?
What are the impacts of migration upon a community?
What is the purpose of the law?
Overview
Are you interested in how our country and communities work? Do you question how our country is
run? Are you passionate about what happens to our world? Do you enjoy voicing your opinions,
debating your viewpoints and having your say? Citizenship GCSE is for you!

This GCSE will equip you with skills for life. Helping you to develop transferable skills for university
and working life and understanding how you fit into the community on a local, national and
international level. You will have the opportunity to get out and make a difference in your local
community, raise awareness about an issue that you are passionate about. If you are looking for a
challenge, you are looking for a subject that is relevant and a subject that will get you out of the
classroom to practically make a difference then this subject is for you. This course is open to all
students.

The Aims of this course are
x To engage with topical citizenship issues and contribute to debates on challenges facing
society involving a wide range of political, social and ethical ideas, issues and problems in
different contexts (local to global).
x To develop and apply understanding of key citizenship concepts (justice, democracy, rights
and responsibilities, identities and diversity) to deepen your understanding of society and
how communities change over time.
x To use an enquiring, critical approach to distinguish facts, opinions and bias, build arguments
and make informed judgements.
x To develop the necessary skills, knowledge and understanding to take action with others to
address citizenship issues in their communities.
Course Content & Assessment
2 Exam papers:
Paper 2 ± made up of x2 sections 50% of your total marks 1hr 45mins (80marks)
Life in Modern Britain
Key Questions covered:
- How are communities developed in the UK?
- What is Identity?
- What is the role of the media and free press?
- What principles and values underpin British society?
Rights and Responsibilities
Key Questions covered:
- What laws does a society require?
- How does the justice system work?
- Can crime be measured accurately?
- What are universal human rights?

Paper 1 ± made up of x2 sections 50% of your total marks 1hr 45mins (80marks)
Politics and Participation
Key Questions covered:
- How does Westminster work?
- What are the powers of local government?
- How do others govern themselves?
- How can I make a change in society?
A key element of PapHU  LV µ$FWLYH &LWL]HQVKLS¶ WKLV LV ZKHUH \RX ZLOO IRFXV RQ DQ LVVXH
impacting society and attempt to make a change in the world around you!
Extra-Curricular:
- Visit by local politicians ± opportunities to ask and debate key issues relating to young people
- 9LVLWWRWKH0DQFKHVWHU&URZQ&RXUWV 3HRSOH¶V+LVWRU\0XVHXP
- Engage with regular visitors and exciting materials to help develop your knowledge of Politics
and wider Citizenship issues.
- Visit to the Houses of Parliament & Supreme Court for an engaging workshop activity
- Visit to the Town hall to witness the National Citizenship Ceremonies.
- Engage with further reading.
- Join Social Action Society, Model United Nations and/or Politics Society.
What can you do with Citizenship?
Citizenship can lead you into all sorts of exciting careers. It is an exciting and very relevant subject,
engaging you with current affairs and getting involved in your community to make long lasting
change.
These are just some of the areas of work people have gone into who have taken Citizenship:
-

Law
Journalism
Business
Politics ± local, national and international
NGOs
Charitable work
International organisations
Diplomacy

The transferable skills developed within this subject are invaluable and can be used within so many
different subjects at A level and beyond. Some of these skills are listed below.
-

Debating
Critically assessing arguments
Dissection of a source
Identifying bias
Examining and justifying your own opinions
Engaging in current affairs.

COMPUTER SCIENCE
OCR Specification J277
In computer science, students will learn about how computers work including how they are programmed;
how computer networks are used (and secured) in business and in society more widely; and how to use
FRPSXWHUV\VWHPVWRSURGXFHµGLJLWDODUWHIDFWV¶RIDOOkinds e.g. websites, videos, databases. This is the
new GCSE which will be graded on the 9-1 scale.
Computer science follows some of the fundamental
elements taught in KS3 computing, such as; binary,
programming and networking. Computer science is an
µ(%DFF¶VFLHQFHVXEMHFWUDQNHGHTXDOO\DORQJVLGHWKH
other three separate sciences. The course is open to all
students. It is a great way to develop critical thinking,
analysis and problem-solving skills, which can be
transferred to further learning in any subject and to
everyday life in a wide range of future careers.
7RSXQLYHUVLWLHVYDOXHFRPSXWHUVFLHQFHWKHODWHVW5XVVHOO*URXSµ,QIRUPHG&KRLFHV¶GRFXPHQWOLVWV
computer science as a useful A level choice for no less than 22 university course choices.

Course Content
This carefully-planned course gives students a real, in-depth understanding of how computer technology
works and how it is applied in business, finance and creative contexts.
,WRIIHUVDQLQVLJKWLQWRZKDWJRHVRQµEHKLQGWKHVFHQHV¶LQFOXGLQJFRPSXWHUSURJUDPPLQJZKLFKGHYHORSV
VWXGHQWV¶VWUXFWXUHGWKLQNLQJ:HPDLQO\XVHWKH3\WKRQSURJUDPPLQJODQJXDJHIROORZLQJRQIURP<HDU
and 9 studies. Other languages are touched upon where they are relevant to specific tasks in the scheme
of work. Programming enables us to deliver the theory parts of the course in a practical, hands-on way
using interesting contexts such as cybersecurity and data representation.
Through this qualification students will:
x Develop their understanding of current and emerging technologies, how they work and their impact
on the world of business and modern culture.
x Explore how algorithms can be created effectively; using them practically to program an array of
software programs whilst also understanding an algorithm use in everyday life.
x Acquire and apply creative and technical skills to produce a range of exciting digital artefacts.
x Evaluate the effectiveness of technology solutions and the impact of computer technology in our
work and social lives.
<RXZRQ¶WEHVDWLQIURQWRIDFRPSXWHUVFUHHQHYHU\OHVVRQ/HVVRQVDUHDOVRWDXJKWWKURXJKD
ORWRIYDULHGµXQSOXJJHG¶DFWLYLWLHVLQFOXGLQJXVLQJSOD\LQJFDUGVWRFRQFHSWXDOLVHNH\FRQFHSWV
of sorts and searches, creating different forms of media to help as learning aids and revision
resources and solving problems from a variety of different puzzles, to name a few.
Last year 80% of students achieved 9-7.

Enrichment Offer
There are lunchtime clubs for programming and media. We enter national competitions including Bebras
which is run by Oxford University. There are also local trips to computer science companies and talks by

professional computer scientists. We are also hoping to run another trip to San Francisco during your
GCSE studies.

OCR GCSE Computing J277
We have chosen this course because OCR has led the way in developing qualifications in this subject
working closely with the British Computer Society and respected universities. It offers both a GCSE and A
Level in computer science which we offer as a sixth form course. This GCSE is therefore an excellent
preparation for A level.
The course is split into two halves as shown below. A variety of teaching and learning techniques are used
to learn both the theory and the programming side of the course.
Students should find the transition to GCSE straightforward as the course in Years 7-9 has been designed
specifically to prepare them for GCSE and most of the topics will therefore be familiar.
Unit 1 ± Computer systems
This unit covers the fundamental academic content about computer
systems architecture and the legal and ethical issues associated with
computer systems. Topics include:how CPUs work, memory and storage, networks and network security
including encryption and methods of breaking security, operating
systems.
Unit 2 ± Computational thinking, algorithms and programming
This unit covers the fundamental academic content about algorithms.
Students will gain experience in a range of interesting scenarios such as
programming simple games, real-world models, system security, robots
and artificial intelligence. Topics include:basic programming techniques, logic, standard algorithms such as
sorting, testing and planning for misuse, handling files and other data
representations.
Practical programming
Pupils are given plenty of opportunity to undertake programming tasks
over the duration of their GCSE studies. These tasks are a vital part in
developing logical thinking which links directly to their assessed exams at
the end of Y11 and also for life outside of computer science.

1h 30m examination
80 marks
Worth 50% of GCSE

1h 30m examination
80 marks
Worth 50% of GCSE

DANCE
AQA Specification
GCSE dance is an enjoyable course that will develop your choreography and performance skills as well as
your ability to analyse and evaluate professional dances. You do not have to go to dance lessons outside of
school to study this subject but you must have a keen interest in dance. The majority of lessons are
practical.
Course content
The course involves both written and practical aspects of dance.
Practical aspects of the course will involve technique and performance sessions as well as choreography
workshops. All dance will be in a contemporary style.
Theory elements of the course will involve watching and analysing professional dances and developing an
understanding of choreography and performance.
Assessment
Component 1: Performance and choreography

60%

Performance: 30%
1. Perform 2 set phrases choreographed by the exam board (approximately 1 minute in duration)
2. Duet/trio performance choreographed by teachers and students (3-5 minutes in duration)
Choreography:30%
1. Solo or group choreography using a stimulus from the exam paper (solo ± 2 to 2 and a half minutes,
group dance 3 to 3 and a half minutes in duration)
Component 2: Dance Appreciation
Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes

40%

The written exam will include questions on:
1. Knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes and performing skills
2. Critical appreciation of own work
3. Critical appreciation of professional works (from the dance anthology)
The practical assessments will take place in the spring term of Y11 and the written examination will be in
the summer term of Y11.
Why study dance?
GCSE Dance is a subject that will develop not only your dance skills but also transferable skills that will
make you employable:
9
9
9
9
9
9
9

Confidence
Creativity
Analytical and evaluative skills
Communication
Ability to work in a team
Motivation
Leadership skills

Results in dance have been 100% A*-A for 2015, 2016, 2017.
In 2018 100% of students achieved a Grade 9 and in 2019 100% of students achieved Grade 7-9.
This subject gives students the opportunity to achieve a GCSE in a subject they love.

DRAMA
AQA Specification
GCSE Drama offers candidates the opportunities to develop their practical skills in drama and to enhance
their appreciation and understanding of drama and a range of play texts.
The aims of the course are to develop:
x
x
x
x

an understanding and response to a wide range of play texts, an appreciation of the ways in which
SOD\ZULJKWVDFKLHYHWKHLUHIIHFWVDQGWKHDELOLW\WRFRPPXQLFDWHWKHDXWKRUV¶LQWHQWLRQVWRDQDXGLHQFH
an awareness of social, historical and cultural contexts and influences through an investigation of
plays and other styles of dramatic presentation;
increased self and group awareness and the ability to appreciate and evaluate the work of others;
skills of creativity, self-confidence, concentration, self discipline and communication.

ASSESSMENT
The Scheme of Assessment comprises of three components: two practical assessments (60%) and a written
paper (40%).
Component 1: Understanding drama (written exam) 40% of GCSE
1 hour 45
80 marks in total
The written paper is set and marked by AQA. Candidates are required to answer questions chosen from
section A, B and C.
Section A

Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre (4 marks)

Candidates are required to demonstrate a clear understanding of dramatic and theatrical language and
processes through a series of multiple choice questions.
Section B

Study and performance of a scripted play (46 marks)

Candidates must study and explore practically one set play chosen specified by AQA, demonstrating
knowledge and understanding of the characteristics and context of the play. They are expected to answer
four questions in this section, exploring ideas for how the play may be interpreted practically.
Section C

Study of a live theatre production seen (32 marks)

Candidates are required to demonstrate their understanding and awareness of what makes effective theatre
by analyzing and assessing how performance, design and technical aspects were used in a live production
seen during the course. Candidates are expected to answer one, two-part question.
Component 2: Devising drama (practical) 40% of GCSE
This is internally assessed and moderated by AQA. Candidates are required to perform a piece of devised
drama. They are also expected to analyse and evaluate the process and final performance in the form of a
written log. Students may contribute to the practical work as either a performer, or a designer.
Devising log (60 marks)
Devised performance (20 marks)
80 marks in total

Component 3: Texts in practice (practical) 20% of GCSE

This is assessed by a visiting AQA examiner. Candidates are expected to perform two extracts from one play
(students may contribute as performer or designer).
Performance of Extract 1 (25 marks) and Extract 2 (25 marks)
50 marks in total
Drama is a practical subject and as such requires time and commitment. Theatre visits will usually
take place in the evening and candidates will be expected to meet the cost of tickets and transport.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
AQA Specification
Why study design and technology GCSE?
The word design can mean many things. Design is a way of doing things; it is a way of thinking;
above all, it is about creative expression. Design and technology is about taking ideas and
transforming them into a practical reality.
In a crowded school curriculum, design and technology will provide you with an exciting,
yet academically rigorous learning environment. You have will have opportunities to
experiment, innovate and create. You will be preparing yourself for a future working
environment in which the ability to problem solve, work as part of a team, and to be openminded will be highly valued.
GCSE design and technology uniquely offers you the opportunity to take the theoretical knowledge
taught in subjects such as mathematics, science and geography and to apply it to varied, real life
problems.
Design and technology will prepare you to participate confidently and successfully in an
increasingly technological world.
Both the Royal Academy of Engineering and the Design Council consider design and technology
to be a vital subject for growth in their respective industries. The subject provides the opportunity
for students to be creative and use their imagination.
Take the opportunity to work creatively through designing, making and applying technical
and practical expertise.
Annual trip to London

Enrichment offer
There are plenty of opportunities
for you to continue your learning
and broaden your skill outside of
lessons:
You can participate in, and even
lead, lunchtime clubs such as
jewellery club, textiles club,
lunchtime projects and more.
We take part in national
competitions and invite industry
professionals to school to talk
about
careers,
complete
workshops and share expertise.
A variety of trips to support and
inspire you back in the
classroom.

In order to see both current, cutting edge design and
iconic design classics we will be visiting both the V&A
museum and the Science Museum, to inspire
designing and making!
Speak to you D&T teacher for more details.
Careers
A wide range of exciting D&T careers include:
Architect, engineer, product designer, graphic
designer, interior designer, fashion designer, pattern
and print designer, product manager, stylist etc.
However, D&T also provides you with a host of
transferable skills to make you highly employable
in an increasingly competitive jobs market.

AQA GCSE - DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
The course allows students to study and develop a range of core designing and making principles,
including design processes, materials techniques and equipment usage.

Students will complete a series of varied practical projects throughout Year 10 which will reinforce
practical skills and put theory into practice. These projects reflect the needs of a rapidly changing
society and encourage students to seek out existing problems and solve them through
investigation, design and making. They will learn about a range of different subject matters
including new and emerging technologies, modern and smart materials, alternative energy
generation and inclusive design.

Students will specialise in wood, plastics and metals techniques and processes. During Year 10,
students will complete, design and make projects focusing on architecture, homeware, innovation,
graphic design, jewellery and fashion design. Throughout the process, students are taught a wide
range of practical skills including wood working, use of the 3D printer and laser cutter, model
making, forming plastics, structuring textiles, printmaking and traditional silversmithing. They are
constantly encouraged to be experimental, and to merge the lines between material areas in order
to approach problems from a new perspective.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Each area follows the same format, with individually assessed, focussed tasks in Year 10, building
up to a final non-examined assessment project, which will include a portfolio of work and a
prototype product in Year 11. There will also be an examination of a single written paper at the
end of Year 11.
NON-EXAM ASSESSMENT (COURSEWORK)
2 HOUR EXAMINATION

50% of the final marks
50% of the final marks

FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION
AQA Specification
The new GCSE Food and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which focuses on practical
cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food provenance
and the working characteristics of food materials.
The aim of the course is to teach the students about food in its widest sense and to enable them to
develop a wide range of practical skills. It has been developed to help the students understand:
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

what food is composed of, why we need it and how it affects our long term health
how food can be prepared and cooked skilfully and safely to produce nutritious and delicious
meals for different people and situations
where food comes from and how it is produced and sold
what happens to the ingredients in food when you prepare and cook them
which foods different cultures eat throughout the world
how the food choices people make affect the health and wellbeing of themselves and their
families
how you can become an informed and thoughtful consumer of food

Food preparation skills are integrated in to 5 core topics:
x
x
x
x
x

Food, nutrition and health
Food science
Food safety
Food choice
Food provenance

Examination
50% 1 hour 45 minutes Section A: 20 marks multiple choice, Section B: 80 marks ± 5 longer
questions.
Non Examined Tasks (NEA)
Task 1 - The Food Investigation 15%
6 ± 8 hours
In September of Year 11 the students will be given a choice of tasks to investigate through practical
work.
Task 2 ± The Food Preparation Assessment 35%
20 hours including a 3 hour practical assessment
Information regarding this task will be available from 1 st November during Year 11. It will give the
students the opportunity to demonstrate the skills they have developed over the period of the course.

MUSIC
AQA Specification
Overview
This course is an exciting mixture of practical and creative work which the students really enjoy. Classes
are often fairly small and as it is a practical subject, requiring much individual supervision, this is helpful in
performing and composing activities. The study of musical set works, from a wide variety of styles,
through listening and appraising gives students an excellent foundation for A level music.
The course is also really enjoyable for any student who really likes listening to and performing music.
Candidates are offered structured opportunities to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills in
Unit 1 Understanding music (Listening)
Unit 2
Performing music
Unit 3
Composing music
It encourages them to become:
x more informed performers through study of their instrument and pieces written for it;
x more skilled composers through study of compositional techniques and styles;
x understanding listeners through study of a range of different types of music and the backgrounds
to them.
The areas of study define a wide background of knowledge and understanding of music and its context in
different traditions, and require close, in-depth study of relevant repertoire.
Composing
Students are required to compose two pieces. Composition 1 will be set to a brief and Composition
2 will be a free composition. In Year 10, students undertake short composing/arranging tasks. In Year
11, the composing coursework takes place.
It is essential that students like, or are not afraid of composing! It is an important part of the course. Lots
of help will be given with this area though, to students who lack confidence in composition.
Listening and Appraising
The listening course has 4 Areas of Study, each with set works. These pieces are diverse and exciting and
covered in some depth. We have chosen to cover AOS 1 (Mozart Clarinet Concerto, 3rd movement) and
AOS 2 (Paul Graceland Songs) In addition, students will learn to answer questions on unfamiliar music,
based around the AOS themes. Students have their own text book and build up a set of comprehensive
notes.
Set Works and unfamiliar listening from the following areas of study
x
x
x
x

AOS 1: Western Classical Music 1650 ± VWXG\LQJ0R]DUW¶V&ODULQHW&RQFHUWRDVWKHVHWZRUN
AOS 2: Popular Music
AOS 3: Traditional Music, studying Graceland as the set work
AOS 4: Western Classical Tradition since 1910

Performing
One solo piece and one ensemble piece to be chosen and rehearsed. Recordings of performances
must be completed in the year of certification (ie Y11)

Performing Standard required

Associated Board Grade 3 ± 4 , or equivalent, on your main instrument or voice ± please ask
Music Department staff if you are unsure about your performance level
If your main instrument is not piano, then it is essential to be at least grade 1 standard on
piano/keyboard, or equivalent, or guitar chords to have the ability to compose with guitar chords
instead, to be able to cope with the composition element of the course.
Please see Ms Mayall if you have any further questions about this.

x
x

Extra-curricular Music commitment required:
GCSE Music requires an integrated approach to Listening, Composing and Performing. It is a
requirement that, as part of the GCSE Music course, students attend at least one extra-curricular
Music ensemble. This will develop general understanding of repertoire and improve ensemble and aural
skills. It is also lots of fun and gives students the opportunity to perform and sometimes direct ensembles ±
often helping with the composition/performance coursework as a result. This should not be a problem for
keen musicians, who may already be involved in several ensembles.

ASSESSMENT
COMPONENTS
Unit

Title

Assessed

Weighting

1

Listening and appraising

Section A: Listening (68 marks)
Section B: Contextual understanding (28 marks )

40%

2

Performing

Performance 1: Solo performance (36 marks)
Performance 2: Ensemble performance (36 marks)

30%

3

Composing
(2 pieces)

Composition 1: Composition to a brief (36 marks)
Composition 2: Free composition (36 marks)

30%

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
EDEXCEL Specification
GCSE PE is an exciting syllabus that not only allows students to participate in a range of practical
activities, but also gets them to consider their strengths and weakness, and look into how training
programmes can improve their sporting ability. It teaches them about the anatomy and physiology
of sports performers, the sociocultural aspects of sport and delves into the realms of sports
psychology. Pupils who choose GCSE PE will be assessed in 3 practical sporting activities,
complete a Personal Exercise Programme and will study the theory of Physical Education. The
course is highly demanding in both the theoretical and practical content and it is important that
pupils are regular participants in sporting activities.
COURSE CONTENT
The course is divided into four components:
Component 1 and 2: The Theory of Physical Education (60%)
The theory course is split into two components and these are examined separately.
Component 1: Fitness and Body Systems (1 hour 45 minutes examination)
Pupils will study; applied anatomy and physiology, movement analysis, physical training and the
use of data.
Component 2: Health and Performance (1 hour 15 minutes examination)
Pupils will study; health, fitness and well-being, sports psychology, socio-cultural influences and
the use of data.
Component 3 Practical Performance (30%):
Pupils can be assessed as a player or performer in three activities of the many that are available.
The activities can be chosen as follows:
x One must be a team activity
x One must be an individual activity
x The final can be a free choice from the activity list (see below)

Component 4: Performance and Personal Exercise Programme (10%):
Pupils will undertake a six week training programme in which they will focus on one particular
activity out of their chosen three. They will perform various fitness tests and plan and monitor a
fitness programme applying the theory aspects of the course.
KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND SKILLS GAINED
The course requires pupils to;
x Demonstrate, apply a knowledge and understand of, and analyse and evaluate the factors
that underpin performance in physical activity and sport.
x Demonstrate and apply relevant skills and techniques in physical activity and sport and
analyse and evaluate performance.

ASSESSMENT
Method of Assessment
Component 1: Fitness and Body Systems

Details of Assessment
Examination paper

Weighting
36%

Component 2: Health and Performance

Examination paper

24%

Component 3: Practical Performance

Practical examination
(Non-examined
assessment)

30%

Component 4: Personal Exercise
Programme (PEP)

Duration
1 hour
45 mins
I hour
15 mins

10%

PRACTICAL ACTIVITIES ± choose one team, one individual and one other.
TEAM ACTIVITIES
Acrobatic Gymnastics
Association football
Badminton
Basketball
Cricket
Camogie
Dance
Figure Skating
Futsal
Gaelic football
Handball
Hockey
Hurling
Ice Hockey
In Line Roller Hockey
Lacrosse
Netball
Rowing
Rugby league
Rugby union
Sailing
Sculling
Squash
Table Tennis
Tennis
Volleyball
Water Polo

INDIVIDUAL ACTIVITIES
Amateur boxing
Athletics Long distance running
Badminton
Canoeing
Cycling Track, road or BMX cycling
Dance
Diving
Equestrian
Figure skating
Golf
Gymnastics
Kayaking
Rock climbing
Sailing
Sculling
Skiing
Snowboarding
Squash
Swimming
Table Tennis
Tennis

*Candidates may not be assessed in the same activity as an individual and a team player/performer.

WHY STUDY GCSE PE?
Whilst GCSE PE students have to be talented sports people, it is a misconception that this is all the course
entails. Due to the elements of anatomy and physiology, movement analysis, sports psychology and
sociocultural influences, GCSE PE is suitable for those wishing for careers in
x Medicine/health care
x Physiotherapy
x Psychology and sports psychology
x Nutrition and Diet
x Armed Forces and policing
x Sports performers and coaches
x Sociology
x Teaching
As well as this GCSE PE allows for the development of transferable skills including: decision making,
psychological understanding of people, independent thinking, problem solving and analytical skills as well
as thinking, acting and reacting under pressure, all of which are suitable to any chosen career pathway.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
AQA Specification
Religious studies can be taken by anyone, whether or not they are religious themselves. If you have
an interest in cultural, moral theological and philosophical issues religious studies is the right course
for you. It is about you, your life and the issues you will face when you leave school and go into the
multi-ethnic, multi-faith society that is the UK. It will extend your knowledge of the religions of the
world and develop your logical thinking, problem-solving, writing and evaluation skills. Lessons are
challenging and stimulating and you will be involved in independent tasks, making presentations,
research and decision-making in a range of learning styles. Religious studies is not about making
you religious; it is about enabling you to think for yourself about religious and moral issues in a
critical and enquiring way. Religious studies is a popular subject and recognised as a highly credible
qualification by all universities. Examination results in this subject are outstanding and uptake to A
level is excellent.
͞/ƚŝƐƚŚĞŵĂƌŬŽĨĂŶĞĚƵĐĂƚĞĚƉĞƌƐŽŶƚŽďĞĂďůĞƚŽĞŶƚĞƌƚĂŝŶĂƚŚŽƵŐŚƚǁŝƚŚŽƵƚĂĐĐĞƉƚŝŶŐŝƚ͟
-Aristotle
͞ƐŝƌƌŝŐĂƚŽƌƐůĞĂĚǁĂƚĞƌǁŚĞƌĞƚŚĞǇǁĂŶƚ͕ĂƐĂƌĐŚĞƌƐŵĂŬĞƚŚĞŝƌĂƌƌŽǁƐƐƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ͕ĂƐĐĂƌƉĞŶƚĞƌƐ
ĐĂƌǀĞǁŽŽĚ͕ƚŚĞǁŝƐĞƐŚĂƉĞƚŚĞŝƌŵŝŶĚƐ͘͟
dŚĞƵĚĚŚĂ
GCSE Specification
Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices
What's assessed
Beliefs, teachings and practices of two religions ± Christianity and Buddhism
Christianity & Buddhism
Students study the beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity and Buddhism specified below
and their basis in Christian and Buddhist sources of wisdom and authority. They will develop the
ability refer to scripture and/or sacred text, to justify and develop their points. Students will study
the influence of the beliefs, teachings and practices studied on individuals, communities and
societies. Common and divergent views within Christianity and Buddhist in the way beliefs and
teachings are understood and expressed will be included throughout.
Christianity
Key beliefs
ͻ The nature of God: God as omnipotent, loving and just. The oneness of God and the Trinity:
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
ͻ Creation: Christian beliefs about creation including the role of Word and Spirit: (John 1:1-3
and Genesis 1:1-3).
ͻ Beliefs about the afterlife and their importance: resurrection and life after death, judgement,
heaven and hell, Jesus Christ and salvation
Beliefs and teachings about:
ͻ The incarnation and Jesus as the Son of God
ͻ The crucifixion, resurrection and ascension
ͻ Sin and the means of salvation, including law, grace and Spirit
ͻ The role of Christ in salvation including the idea of atonement.

Practices
x Worship and festivals
x The role of the church in the local and worldwide community
Buddhism
Key beliefs and teachings
x The Dhamma (Dharma)
x The Buddha and the Four Noble Truths
x The Four Noble Truths
Practices
x Worship and festivals
x Buddhist ethics
How it's assessed
:ULWWHQH[DPhour 45 minutes
PDUNV SOXVPDUNVIRU6SHOOLQJSXQFWXDWLRQDQGJUDPPDU 63D*
RI*&6(
Component 2: Thematic studies
What's assessed
Four Religious, philosophical and ethical studies themes:
o Theme A: Relationships and families.
o Theme B: Religion and life.
o Theme C: The existence of God and revelation.
o Theme E: Crime and Punishment
Theme A: Relationships and families
x Sex, marriage and divorce
x Families and gender equality
Theme B: Religion and life
x The origins and value of the universe
x The origins and value of human life
Theme C: The existence of God and revelation
x Philosophical arguments for and against the existence of God
x The nature of the divine and revelation
Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment
x Religion, crime and the causes of crime
How it's assessed
ͻ Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
ͻ 96 marks (plus 5 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG))
ͻ 50% of GCSE
Extra-curricular
The RS Department offers a wide variety of exciting extra-curricular opportunities. Over the last few years
we have (to name just a few): welcomed a variety of guest speakers from university academics to local
religious leaders, run trips as nearby as local places of worship and far off as India, Vietnam, and Cambodia,
Thailand and Japan. We have kept our students informed about religious festivals and talks in the area,
hosted a philosophy society run by a philosopher from the Institute of Philosophy. Alongside this, we maintain
an Islamic society alongside a Christian Union, and a periodic JewSoc. We are always looking to set up new
societies, and would relish the opportunity to run a Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist or Humanist society. We are a
vibrant department and we always are planning something new, including virtual visits to religious places of
worship - so do come and chat to us about what we currently have planned!

