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Black History Month Listening calendar
• This year the music department are celebrating Black History
Month with a calendar. This will be uploaded in teams for you
to look at each day to if you wish and you will be hearing
some music in your music lessons too.
• This year we have focused on black classical performers and
composers, and black jazz performers and composers.
• On the following slide is the calendar and on the subsequent
slides is information about each person and on some a
youtube a link to follow. Enjoy your Black History month
listening!
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Friday 1st October:
George Bridgetower (1778 – 1860)
• George Bridgetower, a once celebrated English violin
virtuoso of Afro-European descent, was Beethoven’s
protégé – for a short while. Impressed by his
playing, Beethoven decided to formally dedicate his
‘Kreutzer’ Violin Sonata No. 9 to Bridgetower. But the
pair had an argument, and Beethoven retracted
his dedication – instead naming his sonata after
French violinist, Rodolphe Kreutzer.
• George Bridgetower’s name soon got lost in history,
and he died in poverty in Peckham,London, his name
forgotten. Next time you hear a performance of
the ‘Kreutzer’ Sonata, spare a thought for the man
after whom it should really be named.
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Monday 4th October:
Roland Hayes (1887 - 1977)
• Born in a plantation cabin in Georgia in 1887, lyric tenor and
composer, Roland Hayes, was the first African American man to
win international fame as a concert artist. Hayes’ voice caused
a sensation throughout Europe and the US, and he became
the first African American to perform with the great Boston
Symphony Orchestra.
• In 1939 Hayes broke another extraordinary barrier,
by recording with Columbia Records. It was the first time a
black concert artist had been recorded classically – previously,
record labels had only been after “vaudeville”-style singers.

Tuesday 5th October:
Marian Anderson (1897 - 1993)

6

• Opera singer Marian Anderson’s extraordinary
musical range spread from lieder, to opera, to
spirituals.
• She was the first African American singer to
perform at the White House and in 1955 when
she was 58 she broke the colour barrier by
making her debut at New York’s
Metropolitan Opera, playing Ulrica in Verdi’s A
Masked Ball. This was the first time an African
American person had sung with the Metropolitan
since it opened in 1883.
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAONYTMf2pk
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Wednesday 6th October:
• Dean Dixon (1915 - 1976)
• In 1941 Dean Dixon, aged just 26, conducted
the New York Philharmonic at a summer parks
concert, making him the first African
American to lead the orchestra.
• Over the next three years, both the
Philadelphia and Boston Symphony orchestras
invited Dixon to their podiums.
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Thursday 7th October:
Camilla Williams (1919 - 2012)
• In 1946, soprano Camilla Williams became the
first black woman to secure a contract with a
major US opera company, making her debut
as Cio-Cio-San in New York City Opera’s Madam
Butterfly. Then in 1954 she became the first
African American to sing a major role with
the Vienna State Opera.
• She sung the American national anthem before
Martin Luther King Jr's historic “I have a
dream” speech, stepping in for Marian Anderson
who was meant to sing it but got stuck in traffic!
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Friday 8th October:
Hazel Scott (1920 - 1981)
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• Hazel Scott was a phenomenal jazz and classical
pianist – and she used her influence to help make
the arts a richer, more inclusive place for black
Americans.
• As well as being the first person of African descent
to host their own network TV show in America –
The Hazel Scott Show – she was heavily involved in
civil rights and she refused to take on film roles
that cast her as a black stereotype.
• The Trinidadian-born star with West African heritage also
became known for playing on two pianos simultaneously.
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1HdnjTCMzpg
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Monday 11th October:
Nina Simone (1933 - 2003)

A pianist with a remarkable contralto voice, Nina Simone was an
artist like no other. She fused gospel and pop with classical music,
and had a great passion for Bach.
Simone is now recognised as one of America’s most iconic jazz artists
– but she initially wanted a career as a classical pianist. As a young
woman she enrolled in New York’s Juilliard School, then applied for
a scholarship to study at Philadelphia’s Curtis Institute, where she
was denied admission despite a great audition.
The young pianist called out the Institute for racial discrimination. In
2003, just days before her death, she was awarded an honorary
degree from the Curtis Institute of Music.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5jI9I03q8E
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Tuesday 12th October:
Martina Arroyo (1936-)
• Soprano Martina Arroyo is considered a pioneer and instrumental
voice of change in breaking down racial barriers for black opera
singers. She studied to be a teacher but in 1958 she auditioned
for and won the Metropolitan Opera’s Auditions of the Air which
gave her the change to study music.
• Over the years she had nearly 200 performances with the Met
opera as well as an international performance career.
• Arroyo has numerous awards including a 2013 Kennedy Center
Honors and a 2010 Opera Honors Award. She still teaches and in
2003 launched the Martina Arroyo Foundation which provides new
generations of emerging young artists with the tools to pursue
careers in opera.
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qqD4SRk0hc
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Wednesday 13th October:
Sanford Allen (1939-)
• From when he joined in 1962, to when he left in
1977, violinist Sanford Allen was the only African
American member of the New York Phil, in its (then)
133-year history.
• He quit after 15 years and pursued a new career as a
freelance violinist and teacher and has since worked
extensively in recording film music.
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iFtwtIom7Zk

Thursday 14th October:
Jessye Norman (1945 - 2019)

•

One of the rare black opera singers to achieve worldwide
stardom, Norman performed in the best opera houses and
with the best orchestras across the world.In her lifetime she
won 5 grammy awards and was an honorary ambassador to
the UN.

●
●

She worked with many educational and outreach projects,
establishing the Jessye Norman School of the Arts in Georgia
to provide free tuition for disadvantaged children
• She famously sang at/for:
The second inauguration of Ronald Reagan in 1985
Queen Elizabeth II's 60th birthday celebration in 1986
La Marseillaise for the 200th anniversary of the French
Revolution in 1989.
The 1996 Summer Olympics opening ceremony in Atlanta
The second inauguration of Bill Clinton in 1997.

●

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G5jZe32DEYI

•

●
●
●
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Friday 15th October:
Wynton Marsalis (1961-)
• Trumpeter Wynton Marsalis is one of the biggest
stars in jazz, but his inventive and infectious jazz,
gospel and spiritual-infused compositions have
become some of the most important new works to
hit classical concert halls.
• In 1983, at the age of 22, he became the only
musician to win Grammy Awards in jazz and
classical music during the same year and then in
1997, Marsalis became the first jazz musician to
win the Pulitzer Prize for Music with his
oratorio Blood on the Fields.
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnc6zm9MIAo
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Monday 18th October:
Sheku Kanneh-Mason (1999-)

• Sheku’s glittering career has been one ‘first’ after
another. He first found fame after becoming the
first black artist to win BBC Young Musician of
the Year. Soon after, he went on the play at the
wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle,
playing Fauré and Schubert to an audience of two
billion people.
• At the beginning of 2020, Sheku became the first
cellist in chart history to reach the UK Official
Album Chart Top 10, in a groundbreaking moment
for classical and pop music.
• Incredibly, Sheku’s six siblings, the KannehMasons, all share exceptional musical talents and
play together as a family.
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CqRLuWCn3rc
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Tuesday 19th October:
Le Chevalier de Saint-Georges (1745-1799)
• Joseph Boulogne, (Chevalier de Saint-Georges), was an extraordinary
composer and musician whose name has long been neglected in
Western classical music tradition.
• Born in 1745 in the French colony of Guadeloupe, he was the
illegitimate son of a slave (his mother) and married white plantation
owner (his father). As a young boy, he was taken to France by his
father, where he became a master swordsman.
• Saint Georges was a contemporary of Mozart and Haydn, and he wrote
countless symphonies, sonatas, concertos, opera and string quartets.
He was a violin virtuoso and conducted one of Europe’s
greatest orchestras, Le Concert des Amateurs.
• Chevalier was called the ‘Black Mozart’ and the two composers met in
1778. The Chevalier was a composer, violinist and conductor in the
court of Marie Antoinette. He was good-looking, highly favoured by
the Queen and something of a local celebrity. He was 11 years older
than Mozart and he was supremely jealous of him.
• There’s a theory that Mozart, as well as stealing one of Saint-Georges’
ideas in his Sinfonia Concertante, took his jealousy further into the
villainous black character Monostatos, who appears in his opera
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Wednesday 20th October:
Francis “Frank” Johnson (1792-1844)
• Johnson was a virtuoso of the violin and
accomplished composer who introduced the concert
of promenade concerts to the United States.
• Johnson was the first African American composer to
have his works published as sheet music and to give
public concerts. He also was the first African
American to participate in racially integrated
concerts in the United States.
• He wrote more than two hundred compositions of
various styles: operatic airs, songs, patriotic
marches, ballads and other dances, but few survive
today

Thursday 21st October:
Florence B Price (1887-1953)
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• Price was the first African-American woman to have a
composition played by a major orchestra. (The Chicago Symphony
in 1933.)
• She graduated from high school at 14 and two years later, in
1903, left home to attend the New England Conservatory of Music
in Boston where she won her place after following her mother’s
advice to present herself as being of Mexican descent.
• Later in life her friendships with writer Langston Hughes and
contralto Marian Anderson led to notable collaborations. Even
with her relative success, Price struggled to keep a roof over her
head. She suffered from poor health for most of her adult life
and was often in hospital.
• In May 1953 her work was gaining momentum, and she was about
to fly to Europe to promote her music when she suffered a heart
01/10/2021
attack and died on 3 June 1953.
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ht4H_eKjb0w

Friday 22nd October:
George Walker (1922 -)
• George Walker was the first black American composer to
win the Pulitzer prize for music and is still working
today.
• Walker studied at Oberlin Conservatory and was the first
black graduate of the Curtis Institute of Music, studying
piano, chamber music and composition.
• Walker enjoyed a significant early career as a piano
soloist (the first black soloist with the Philadelphia
Orchestra, and the first black concert artist to be signed
by a major management firm), and has written a large
range of music, from solo keyboard works to chamber
music, vocal music, and orchestral music.
• He was elected to the American Academy of Arts and was
inducted into the American Classical Music Hall of Fame,
among a host of other awards and recognition.
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZLLVacAT6Y
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